Who Are We?

In short, we are a community of believers in Yeshua (Jesus) the
M essiah endeavoring to rediscover the Hebraic roots of our faith
(as modeled by the first-century — “New Testament” — believers)
who practice a Torah-obedient lifestyle with the joy, power and
gifts of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit).

We believe that a great move of the Almighty YHWH Elohim is
afoot on the earth today bringing about “the restoration of all
things” before M essiah can return (Acts 3:21). This involves the
Jews coming to know Messiah Yeshua — the Living Torah — and
Christians returning to YHWH’s instructions in righteousness —
the Written Torah, and all becoming one in Yeshua the M essiah
who was and is the Torah (Word) of Elohim made flesh.

We are simply sharing the Good News of the Original Gospel,
without institutional “reformatting” and empire building cam-
paigns to gather numbers and provide “feel good” environments
for crowds. We believe the Scriptures alone are truth and stand on
their own merits... feeding the sincere heart where the seeker sim-
ply wants a real experience with the Living Word and has a desire
to live their life for Him... for now, and in the World to come.
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Holiness...
Am I Holy?

By: John K Johnson

“...The Most Holy Place”
(Ex 26:34)

“ For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of
the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall there-
fore be holy, for I am holy.” (Lev 11:45) KJV

“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
(1Pet 1:16) KJV



Holiness... what is it; Who decides?

“ForI am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt,
to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” (Lev
11:45) KJV

“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
(1Pet 1:16) KJV

Now, that was the easy part... It is decided by YHVH... men do not
get to decide whether or not believers should be “holy.” God has de-
termined, as noted above, from scripture in the Old and New Testa-

ments (both in agreement), that we “believers” ARE TO BE HOLY.

Now the question is, what IS holy ? God (YHVH- the God of the Bi-
ble, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the God of Israel; the God
Most High of all the Universe; the Creator of ALL things)... He is the
“example” of what “Holy” is to look like, resemble, reflect and con-
sists of... so, should it not be the “quest” of every believer to search
and find what they should incorporate into their thinking, lifestyle,
actions, discussion, religious practices and etc, etc... if in fact they
want to follow the commandment to be holy?

Now, here is “why” this should be the believers diligent “quest;” and
“why” it should be a most serious search and most thorough search...

Please DO NOT gloss over this next scripture:

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord:” (Heb 12:14) KJV [emphasis added for focus|

I encourage you to read the entire chapter of Hebrews 12; it makes
this admonition much more serious (if possible). If you think you are
in line to see “the Lord,” YH VH (Yeshua), then you must think you
are a holy person, no? Trust me (if I can use that comment), this is a
MUST qualification... it is NOT an option. The Holy Spirit may, at
this very moment, be tapping you on your heart’s shoulder and
“raising His eyebrow” at your lifestyle. Hopefully, He is (for all of
us). That is the job He has been sent to do.

What We Believe...

1. We believe that YHVH (Yahweh: the LORD) is one true God (Elohim) who
has created all things.
2. We believe there is one (God “Most High”) Elohim (monotheistic) eternally
existent from everlasting to everlasting; and that He manifests Himself through
Yeshua (Jesus) His only begotten Son, our Messiah, and is ever present by His
Holy Spirit (Ruach Ha Kodesh).
3. We believe that the TaNaKh (Old Testament) and Brit Chadasha (New Tes-
tament) are the divinely inspired Word of YHVH and is complete and sufficient
for our instruction.
4. We believe that YHVH revealed His Sacred Name in Scripture so that we
could know and use His Name... because there are false “gods,” we wish to be
distinct and uphold the only true God; and only by “His Name” are we sure
“which deity” is the focus of any conversation or the one being praised.
5. We believe that Talmud, Kabbalah, Pseudographs, Apocrypha, and other
non-Scriptural writings are not divinely inspired and do not carry the same
weight as Scripture... likewise with “Church” doctrinal conflict with Scripture.
6. We believe that knowing the culture, language, idioms and people who
penned the Scripture is imperative to understanding the Brit Chadasha... and
divine original text can notbe “reformatted” to suite modern taste.
7. We believe YHVH's Holy Torah (Law of Moses; first five books of the Bible)
teaches us the proper way to live a redemptive life style and that Torah was
never abolished... Torah is the WORD of John 1:14, that “became flesh.”
8. We believe in the deity of Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah) who was
born of a Virgin, lived a sinless Torah-observant life, and performed many
miracles... in other words; Yeshua IS GOD/YHVH... the Word became flesh.
9. We believe that salvation is by grace through faith, and that only by the shed-
ding of the innocent blood of Yeshua is there remission of sins... and salvation
is freely available to all repentant persons who confess faith in Yeshua.
10. We believe that Yeshua was resurrected and ascended to heaven to sit at the
right hand of YHVH as our high Priest and Intercessor.
11. We believe Yeshua will return one day to reunite the two houses of Israel, to
effect the New Covenant, to reclaim the full borders of the land of Israel for His
people, and to establish a 1,000 year Messianic Kingdom on earth.
12. We believe the Holy Spirit ministers, guides, comforts, and empowers mem-
bers of thebody of Yeshua to live the life to which they have been called... to
live as Yeshua & early Disciples lived.
13. We believe that gentiles (people from the nations) who are born again are
not obligated to “circumcision” because YHVH has already grafted them into
Israel's Olive Tree, thereby making gentiles fellow heirs and partakers in His
covenants with Israel. (Rom 11: 13-24) (Ex 12:49; Num 15:16) One Torah for
all.
Note: for further detail, clarification and insights into what we believe, please re-
view our "Statement of Faith," on our website.

Do you know what you Believe?... from Bible Facts.... Or

“Church” Tradition? Truth is the issue. Tradition is not.
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few lines later on in this text: first the scripture concerning the “great
falling away.”

2 Thess 2:1-12

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by
letter as from us, as that the day of Christis athand. 3 Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sit-
teth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Re-
member ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these
things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be
revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already
work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; be-
cause they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe alie: 12 That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
KJV

I have added bold emphasis to the text above that clearly tells us that
“not having love of the truth (God’s Word and faithfulness to i) is a
serious breach to “holiness.” And affrightedly so, God is the one who
sends these people the strong delusion. And, the believers are going
to be here when the “man of sin,” (antichrist) is to be revealed... the
“mystery of iniquity,” above could be better stated as “the mystery of
lawlessness,” which some translations actually say... this
“lawlessness,” is what the Bible clearly teaches us as being
“Torahlessness.” (it means against law, namely without or outside
God’s Law/Torah... the Greek word here is “anomia.”

Let us take a serious look at this from its base text:

KJV

Matt 18:35“... if you from our hearts forgive not every one his
brother their trespasses.” (unforgiveness)

Gal 5:19-21

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcrafi, ha-

tred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envy-
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which
do such things shall notinherit the kingdom of God. KJV

Rev 21:6-8

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things;
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
KIJV

It is clear from this list of offenses (against the eternal written Word of
God... clearly given in the Torah as part of the principles of “how to”
that every person will be judged by, and confirmed in New Testament
teachings) that no one can say they did not know what the distinction
was between “holy and unholy.”

This is a most serious matter. It is not uncommon in our modern
churches to see persons “shacked up,” or in affairs as if marriage and
an “undefiled bed,” was for the “old church days.” The same is true
for many in church “leadership,” and “support ministries.” Namely,
those on praise and worship teams and in “Christian” bands and etc.

It is further saddening that many view the Bible and its teachings as
“antiquated.” According to a Barna survey in late 1990’s, less than
one percent of “confessing evangelicals” read their Bibles weekly.
How would they know what is and is not holy ?

What about the “Christians” who think telling “white lies,” are not im-



portant spiritual issues? What about the drinking and drug use that is
so common in peoples lives today? What about the “hanging out™ at
the bars and movie houses that simply pour out vulgar displays in
nearly every direction you look. What about the epidemic condition of
pornographic abuse that so many (including pastors and other church
leaders) are addicted to? What affect do these things have on
“holiness?” What about “tolerance,” allowing sin in the church?

I know about these things because I have spent much of my life in
ministry and know about the “inside” issues that plague the modern
church... I also know that the trend is to “entertain” the folks so they
want to “come back.” Or, that the thinking is that we need something
to “draw” the folks in the community to come and see how we “do
church?” What about the madness of “Christian” tattoos and music
indulgence with volume and beat so close to the local disco that one
has to really listen close to distinguish which is which?

And if these matters were not serious enough; what about the
“emerging church,” with its appetite so focused on the “new age” con-
cepts that are simply the “old age” cult and pagan practices from the
“eastern” cultures that are nothing less than demonic and satanic prod-
ucts that are packaged in Gnostic and Humanistic clone packages?

It is time to check our spiritual compass and go back to the bedrock of
the faith... God’s Holy Word. For some it is too late. For many it will
simply betoo much to ask. I am not a popular speaker or writer in
most of the “Christian” body at large. M atthew Chapter 10 will ex-
plain the reasons... people do not like to their sin defined or exposed.

I do choose to sound the alarm and call those who will listen to me
about this “holiness” issue. There is no middle ground or alternative.
When I decided to follow the basic “likeness” of the believers of Ye-
shua’s day, I lost the close association with many who think I am be-
coming a Jew or getting into “legalism.” Not so, I have never been
closer to Yeshua and had a more clear vision of the path ahead than I
now have... [ will continue to pray forthose that are complacent and
lethargic... and those too busy to seek the truth. I have faith that God
will yet get the attention of many of them... including some of my
own loved ones that are caught up in the “fog” What will YOU do
with the truth?
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For a moment, please allow me to compare two common words:
“believer” and “observer.” Which one are YOU?

If you do a diligent and thorough Bible search, with a contextual
study, of how the word “believer” is used you will no doubt find out
that the only way a “believer” is identified in the Bible is by “doing,”
or “practicing,” or “obeying,” or “following” the commandments and
statutes and teachings of YH VH (Yeshua/Jesus). In fact, “faith,” is
connected at the hip with “believe” because faith is the method by
which all believers come to “holiness.” Our faith must be in Yeshua.

Today, tragically, the watered down version of “faith,” and “believe,”
has come to mean “know— or know about,” and “conceptually ob-
serve.” We have lost the fire and power of conviction from most pul-
pits (to conform to and be obedient to YHVH’s Word) and we have
turned the major body of the church into “fellowship,” and
“programs.” While folks participate in these with fairly faithful atten-
dance (in churches where they are reasonably involved), far too many
of their “lifestyles” are laden with sin and unacceptable personal in-
volvements and institutionally ordained religious practices. This last
item is not a new problem (it is the tragic product of early church
separation from Torah practice that the late first century “religious”
people began and it was “capped” by the Roman Church in Constan-
tine’s time). [Torah is the first five books ofthe OT of'the Bible]

Let us consider the “observer,” who unlike the “believer,” is physi-
cally (and often joyfully) associated with a body of church parishion-
ers. Here, I can speak from decades of personal experience; being
deeply committed and “inside” the circle of church activity... I think,
at least from my retrospective point of view, that 30— 40 years ago, the
“observer,” was more of a “quasi believer.” It has been in the last 15-
20 years that the “fog” of separation between “believer and observer,”
has become more problematic.

It seems to me that we are witnessing the “great falling away,” that
Paul warns the church in Thessalonica about... Otherwise, how could
so many who call themselves “believers,” be living in such open and
shameless sin... we will list the sins so as to complete the point in a
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what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is. KJV

The important “link” to wrap our thinking around (to link this with
previous context of this article) is that the true “believers,” or “sons of
God,” will “see” him/Yeshua (YH VH)... conclusion, the fact that
they see him confirms their “holiness.” (Heb 12:14 says “without
“holiness,” no man will “see” God). Those who carelessly disdain the
Torah (Commandments/Law/Statutes) of God will not see him.

Now, the Torah is full of “principles” and * distinct” examples of how
YHVH insists on our accepting HIS point of view... this is what I
have come to understand (from seven years ago) since committing
myself to extensive research and study ofthe Torah and the
“foundation” principles found in its “forever settled” condition. (by
the way, in Deut 4:2 and Deut 12: 32, YHVH warns us that the Torah
is a “closed system.” We are not to add or take from its content/
context/principles/concepts, etc.) It must have been in God’s time for
me to wait 34 years to focus my method of study from more random
to “Torah first” in order to properly interpret the rest of the Bible...
especially the New Testament. Anyway, let us look at an example of
“how” YHVH orders the “distinction” of certain things... this exam-
ple will focus on “guarding YHVH’s Holiness.”

As a “side note,” if we understand that the “Third Commandment,”
admonishes us to “not take YHVH’s NAME in vain” (not to profane
or make it common), then what about His WORD (Torah)...? He says
in Ps 138:2, ““...thou has magnified thy word above all thy name.”

Are you getting the point yet... YHVH is specific and uncompromis-
ing about His Word and our relationship to Him as believers who are
to “Keep His Commandments... if we Love HIM.” (John 14:15-25).

Now look at the Torah “holiness” lesson in Numbers Chapters 3 and
4. Basically, YHVH has separated the Levites and certain members of
their families for very “specific” and “distinct” duties... He places
Aaron (the High Priest, M oses brother) and his sons in “management”
and forbids the “lesser ranking” Levites to even “look upon”the in-
struments and hardware, etc, of the “holy of holies.” Should they

touch (Num 4:15) or look upon them (Num 4:20) they would die...
In other words, Aaron and his sons are to “make ready,” and supervise
the specific instructions for covering and packaging the “holy things.”
If one of the “lesser priest” should enter the “presence” of the “holy
things,” that were not yet ready for their handling that person would
die. This is not a simple matter; it is a “distinct and specific,” DO IT
MY WAY lesson in understanding holiness. Did you get that? You
may be thinking, well, that is not very fair; or why should someone
else die for what some other person failed to do?

Please notice that YHVH placed the responsibility for the safety of the
lives of the “lesser” priest/Levites on the “management” or the house
of Aaron (namely his sons). To YHVH, whether we understand it or
not (which is NOT the issue; obedience IS), there is a certain way and
distinct order, for what He views, as THE way to deal with “holy”
things. Leave your opinions and theological doctrines out of this, they
will not stand up at the Bema Judgment seat of the King of the Uni-
verse... only His “forever settled” Word will judge the deeds and
works of men... John 12:48. If you disdain His Word... you will
lose... you will decrease what ever degree of “holiness” you have or
had; and you need to “purify” your heart and mind and return to obe-
dience and faithfulness to Yeshua to become more holy. Unlike
“righteousness,” which Yeshua alone “cloaks” you with on your day
of salvation (being truly repentant and born again and baptized into
Yeshua), “holiness,” is something you grow “up” or “down” in degree
to. Righteousness is (or is not)... Only Yeshua, by power of His aton-
ingblood, can make us righteous. Only we ourselves, by our agree-
ment or disagreement with YHVH’s Word (actions; not just “knowing
or observance”) can affect the degree of holiness we attain or fall out
of favor from. This is why Paul admonished the Philippians to “work
out their own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Phil 2:12).

Now let us bring this up to date: who, nowadays, is the one resp onsi-
ble for the “lesser, kingdom of priest?” Is it not Yeshua, our High
Priest? Is it not He, who “guards” the “holy place?” True believers are
said to be the “temples” of God/'YHVH (not made of stone, but of
fleshly hearts) wherein He chooses to dwell. We, the scriptures say,
are to be part of a “royal priesthood, a holy nation... the people of
God...” (1Pet 2:9-10) Holiness, is required for that duty and distinc-
tion. It is a “joint venture,” between you (me) and Yeshua. As we feed
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on the “manna” from Heaven, the “bread” of life (YHVH’s Word), it
is divinely inculcated into our spirit and inner man (heart and mind),
by empowering work of the Holy Spirit, washing our mind and re-
newing us in the spirit of our minds. When we are “in agreement”
with the Word... Principles and concepts of the Torah and the
“likeness” of the lifestyle of Yeshua, it yields “holiness,” (walking as
his disciples walked and lived... still in vogue and a proper protocol
for modern man)... the Torah was NOT nailed to the Cross (our “debt
list” of our sins was). The “Bride of Yeshua,” make no mistake about
this, WILL by “her identity,” look like the description of “holiness”
in YHVH’s Word... (otherwise, she would be tattered with “spots
and wrinkles™). This is a reference to Yeshua’s relationship to the
“church” or better wording; “body of believers.” It comes from Eph
5:26-27. 1t is a “word picture,” which if you look carefully, Paul
paints the example of a holy relationship... it is the only relationship
that YHVH will accept. Will you let Yeshua protect you?

Now, earlier I said we would look at the sins that complete the point
about shameless and sinful living by too many who consider them-
selves to be “Christians.” The following scriptures speak for them-
selves... always better than I can try to explain it:

These are “New Testament” scriptures, which all have their authority
for “doctrine,” founded upon the “Torah.” Torah is the ONLY de-
scriptive document set that provides us with “interpretative” truth... it
is Yeshua’s foundation for every word that He spoke. The principles
and concepts of the Torah lead us to “holiness.”

Matt 15:18-20

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from

the heart; and they defile the man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas-
phemies: 20 These are the things which defile a man: KJV

Mark 7:21-23

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders,22 Thefts, covetousness, wicked-
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolish-
ness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.
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NT:458

anomia (an-om-ee'-ah); from NT:459; illegality, i.e. violation of law
or (genitive case) wickedness:

KJV - iniquity, transgress (-ion of) the law, unrighteousness.

NT:459

anomos (an'-om-os); from NT:1 (as a negative particle) and NT:3551;
lawless, i.e. (negatively) not subject to (the Jewish) law; (by implica-
tion, a Gentile), or (positively) wicked:

KJV - without law, lawless, transgressor, unlawful, wicked.

NT:3551

nomos (nom'-o0s); from a primary nemo (to parcel out, especially food
or grazing to animals); law (through the idea of prescriptive usage),
genitive case (regulation), specifically (of Moses [including the vol-
ume]; also of the Gospel), or figuratively (a principle):

KJV - law.

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003 Bible-
soft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

Now the New Testament clearly tells believers that “sin” is
“transgression” of the Torah (Law):

1 John 3:3-8

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as
he is pure. 4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law. 5 And ye know that he was mani-
fested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 6 Whosoever abi-
deth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither
known him. 7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that commit-
teth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil. KJV

John tells us in verse 2 (shown here below for emphasis) that those
who are true “believers,” are “sons of God... who will be like him
(Yeshua); for we shall “see” him as he is.”

1 John 3:2

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
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